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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Johnny and Hit I'i. ', 

ii Y .1 II. WOH8T. 

"Well, we've got Sam Trouble expelled at last," 
'i said Deacon Strict to his family, the evening after 
council meeting, while eating supper. 

"What for V" asked Johnny, with genuine child- 
ish inquisitiVcneas. 

"Oh, because lie would not hear the church, and 
for making so much trouble," answered the loyal 
Deacon, laconically. , 

"But was Ik* a bad man V Was he so wicked 
that you had to expel him ?" 

"Oh, no ; In- was not a had, or wicked man, to 
swear, or lie, or steal, but he was not good enough 
to obey the church in some things.'* answered the 
pious deacon. 

"But. pa, arc the people who do not belong to 
the church good ? Are they Christians and will 
••hey go to heaven V" 

Oh, no, -luli-my ; only those who belong to 
church are Christians. Those who do not belong 
to church make no profession and do not claim to 
be Christians." 

"Well, but, pa, if you expelled Sam Trouble from 
the church to-day, didn't you put him where he 
cannot be good or get good V Didn't the preach- 
er say last Sunday when be asked the young folks 
to join church, that it was dangerous to be out of 
the church, and thai the church would do them 
good and make them good?" 

"Yes, my son, but Mr. Trouble would not obey 
the church, and said that the Gospel was all that 
be -would obey." 

"Yes, but if it is dang«roua to be out of the church 
why did you put him out ? Why did you put him 
in danger ? Iftheehurch will do one good and 
make one good, why will it not make Mr. Trouble 
good V" 

"I do not know, I am sure'" said the Deacon ; 
"I am Mine we have borne with hi in a long lime, 
Johnny, and now we will not liother with him any 
longer." 

"How much bother is his soul worth, |>a ?" ask- 
ed Johnny innocently. "The preacher said last 
Sunday that one soul was worth more than ihe 
whole world. Look how long the preachers and 
everybody else have lieen working for their farms 
which are not near as big as the world. Now, If 
Mr. Trouble's soul is worth more than the whole 
world, is it worth while to try very hard to save 
him ? 

"That is true, Johnnv, but what will yon do 
with a man when he will not obey the church V 

"Didn't be say that he would obey the Gosjiel?" 

"Yes, hut that is not the church." 

"Why not, pa ?.* 

"Because the church has rules that ai% not in 
the Gospel, exactly, that is, they are not there in 
words that are meant just the same." 

"Who can tell what rules are meant, pa, that are 
not there in words ?" asked Johnny. 

"The church," replied Deacon Strict, 

"What is the church ? 

'The member*, Johnny," 

"Supi>ose, pa, half of the members, should say a 
ceitain rule was meant where there are no words 
that say so, and the other half should say it was 
not meant. How would that be, pa ?" 

"Oh, that is not likely to happen." 

"But it run Id happen, pa, and what if it should 
happen V 

"It is not likely to happen ; besides vtfl do not 
make any decisions without a two-thirds vote," 

"Does the "truth" save us, pa, as the preachers 
say '," 

"Yes, my son." 

"Is the 'truth' made by voting, pa f 

"I do not understand what you mean, Johnny." 

"Oh, nothing particular, only you said that you 
had expelled' Samuel Trouble for not obeying the 
church, and now you have put him in a dangerous 
place, just where you don't want others to stay at 
all, because they are had, and you put him there 
because he is bad." 

"What has that to do with the 'truth* you just 
mentioned, Johnny V" 

"Oh, nothing ; only if wliat you make out of 

votes is not the 'truth,' what has that to da with 

making Sam Trouble bad if he does not obey what 

ryou make out of two- thirds votes. If you should 

^ote that good Friday 'tunes on Sunday and Sam 
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Tronble would not believe it or obey it, would that 
make him bad V" 

"We do not vote such things," said the Deacon. 
"We only vote rules and such things where the 
Gospel is not plain," ' 

"If you cannot vote the 'truth,' and the 'truth' is 
( what saves us if we obey if, I do not see why a 
man must be put into n dangerous place for it. I 
don't see why you put him just where you don't 
want otherg to remain and tor exactly the same rea- 
son. Yon want sinners td come into the church 
to become good, and then if a man sins m the 
church, you turn him out where the other sinners 
arc that yon arc inviting to come into the church. 
I cannot understand it." 

"Well, Johnny, but you forget we want them to 
repent. We ask them to repaint and then come 
into the church." 

"What makes them repent, pa ?" 

"The love of God, my son." 

"Isn't the love of God in the church, pa?" 

"Oh, yes, Johnny. It should be filled with it." 

"Well, then, why did you turn Sum Trouble out 
to repent. Couldn't the love of God make him 
repent quicker where it is, in the church, than out 
of the church, where it is not ? I am afraid, pa, 
that somebody will have to answer for sin besides 
Sam Tronble." — Williamsport, Dakota. 

I'lnving en One Hiring. 

The great mm-ical talent of Paganini could pro- 
duce excellent music from a violin with but a 
single string ; but ordinary musicians are inade- 
quate to the task. I can sit down at an organ or 
piano, and perhaps play a simple melody, with 
some slight accompaniment, but my playing is 
crippled and meager in its harmony. I well know 
that I do not have full control of the instrument, 
and cannot possibly develop its powers and capa 
hilitics. But let a master take the instrument in 
ha in I, and as he sweeps over it, every tinker knows 
its place and its work, and every key respond* u> 
his vigorous yet artistic touch. 

I am reminded by this of the manner in which 
nt*lty person* deal with the word of God. They 
have an idea of some portion of~the Scriptures; 
they can say something about the Word, and 
within narrow lin ■* (ran speak of the things ol 
God. Bui how many there are who only play 
npon a single siring ! How many there who only 
touch with one or two lingers that inugni Keen t 
organ ol melody and harmony ! Their gospel is 
imager; their knowledge of the word of God is 
shallow; ami they tail to untold the depth, and 
sweetness, and harmony, and richness of the gos 
pel ol Goif's grace. Bui when a man mighty in 
the scriptures, who knows all the stops and key* 
of the grand organ of divine truth, and who can 
wake its deepest thundering.*, and its softest 
breathings; and cause it to pour forth its wails of 
sorrow and its peal* of joyous triumph ; when we 
see one in whom the word of Christ thus dwells 
richly, unfolding its treasures to a lost world, 
how our souls admire, the fulness of divine revela- 
tion, the richness ot that word of God which 
endurelh forever. 

A person who possesses little acquaintance with 
a musical instrument may yet touch the keys and 
produce a pleasant melody : but when he is in the 
presence of a master, he is lain to keep silence and 
listen to one whose wider sweep and more thor- 
ough knowledge enables him to develop the latent 
powers of the instrument ; and while he regrets 
his imperfeeL ability, there rises in his heart the 
resolve that he will yet learn more of the mysteries 
of the instrument before him, and so be better able 
to develop its powers. 

So those who believe and" proclaim the word of 
(rod should strive \o become more acquainted with 
its contents, and no longer harp upon a single 
string, nor confine themselves to a few ot the pre- 
cious words ol grace and truth, but launch out and 
take a wider range, and sweep the grander chords 
ot divine inspiration, and thus learn to comprehend 
the heights, and depths, and lengths, and breadths 
and know the love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge, and be filled with all the fulness of God. 

— Tiik Aioiory. 
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There is no finch thing as a menial oflicr, when 
you put a true man Into it. A menial office is an 
office with a mean man it ; and it makes no differ- 
ence if It is a king's office or a scavenger's* office, ■ 


The Swire Habitation. 


BY R, K. IUMKUKY. 


•■Bftli.ni mv strung litliilaUoii, * Iwif nulo I may continually 

rtwii I. "--I'hkIuiii Tl : 3. 

One Sabbath morning I was seated at an upper 
window, listening to the moaning of the wind, just 
after a torrent of rain had pas-ted over us, and, 
while I realized the comfort and security of our 
earthly habitation and the toil and necessary labor 
it takes to secure our bodies, 1 looked at the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist, cited above, Oh, how 
suggestive and full of meaning ! 

There are thit>e distinct features nliout our. habi- 
tations. 1. A place of shelter and security. 2. 
a place of supply ;< 3, a place of love. We will 
notice the efforts put forth for shelter and security; 
the best of material is placed by the proper prison 
in a position to afford shelter, on a structure built 
with a view of standing secure against rain, cold, 
and storm, and if it lacks in this regard we cannot 
feel secure. About this time of year the business 
world is looking after the interests of their several 
homes. If under mortgage and to he sold for debt 
they want it cancelled j if the roof, walls, or foun- 
dation is flawy, they repair them. Now, after con- 
sidering our efforts in this direction, how is our 
home for the future V Let us look at the things 
that encumber it. Sin in so many ways digs about 
our faith, our love and all the attributes that are 
necessary to a Christian's home, that I fear unless 
we look well to our duty we may be homeless. 
When we remember the cost of that home prepared 
fi»r us, should we hot all consider the Psalmist's 
language, and then lay aside the "weight and the 
sin" that will cause our spiritual structure to fall. 
Envy, malice, fault-finding, lying, and a number 
of other tilings we hear and read of, all go to prove 
that our minds should turn to God, our habitation. 
2. As a place of supply. 

When we are out in the cold ;iud rain and with 
torn clothes and a keen ap|tciite, we approach our 
homes, the greeting of loved ones, the ample re- 
past, all lend lo make us happy, and in our enjoy- 
ment we forget the past. So. God has arranged 
a supply for the soul ; a never- ending supply, a 
constant fountain, a sure retreat from nil i he ills of 
life. As wanderers and prodigals we have lo eomc 
and lie is ready, willing and ahlc lo supply our 
needs. "The Spirit and I be Bride say come and 
whosoever will may come." Oh, lei us arise and 
go to | he fountain head ol all good, where we can 
be a guest of Jesus. 

Our home or habitation is a place of love. We 
have li siked a I home as a place of security and 
supply ; and witlioul love it would have no charms. 
Ijovc is truly the "golden chord thai binds" us to 
each other in families, and in church anil in state. 
When the chord is severed, all is in commotion. 
When we think of the new comiiiandiueiil, and he 
that loveth dwellcth in God, (or God is love ; and 
"love worketh no ill to its ncighlior," is it not worth 
our every etlbrl lo obtain a home that is secure V 
Then we can meet friends just over the river, 
where the white robe and the starry crown are tu 
waiting, and all old homes will have passed away, 
and all tilings be made new. .Jesus wiping all lean* 
from our eyes. "Oh. let us arise and go hence !'* 
— Huntingdon, Ind. 
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Van llon't Pray. 

A Christian brother, who had fill, n into 
darkness and discouragement, was slaying at the 
sume house as Dr. Pinney one night. lie was 
lamenting his condition, and Dr. Finney, after 
listening to his narrative, turned lo him with his 
peculiar, earnest look, and, with a voice that sent 
a thrill through his soul, said : "You don't pray! 
that is what is the matter witn you. Pray -pray 
tour times as much as you ever did in your life, 
and you will come out." He immediately went 
dow to the parlor, and taking the Bible he made a 
serious business ol it, stirring up his soul to God 
as did Daniel ; and thus he spent the night. It 
was not in vain. As the morning dawned he felt 
the light of the Sun of Righteousness shine upon 
his soul. His captivity was broken, and ever 
since he has felt that the greatest difficulty in the 
way of mens being emancipated from their bond- 
age is that they "don't pray." "Pray without 
ceasing.'' "Men onght always to pray and not 
feint."— Anon. 


